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WALK THE FOOTSTEPS 
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TRADITIONAL 
INDIGENOUS 
PRACTICES



THE FOOTSTEPS ………..



CONNECTIONS 
AND 

RELATIONSHIPS:



TIAKI AND 
MANAAKI:



PAST TO PRESENT TO FUTURE:

THE CARE AND PROTECTION 

OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 

ARE EMBODIED IN OUR 

LANGUAGES

SOCIAL WORK WAS 

PRACTICED BY INDIGENOUS 

PEOPLES LONG BEFORE THE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A SOCIAL 

WORK PROFESSION



COLONISATION



STANDING ROCK AND THE 

PIPELINE





THE TUTSI AND RWANDA





THE SÁMI AND MINING





THE KURDS AND TURKEY





ABORIGINALS AND AUSTRALIA





TANGATA WHENUA AND 

AOTEAROA





RANGINUI SKY FATHER AND 

POLLUTION





PAPATUANUKU EARTH MOTHER 

AND EXPLOITATION









THE BORDER: 

COMPROMISE,  

CONFLICT OR 

RECOLONISATION?



LANGUAGING CHANGE:

TRADITIONAL INDIGENOUS PRACTICES WERE RE-

NAMED AND RE-FRAMED INTO SOCIAL WORK AND A 

PROFESSION:

KAUPAPA BECAME SYSTEMS

TIKANGA BECAME PRACTICES

WHANAU BECAME CLIENTS



THE PROFESSION:

SOCIAL WORK BECAME ‘UNIVERSAL’, A 

PROFESSION PRACTISED BY EVERYONE, FOR 

EVERYONE, EVIDENCED BY COMPETENCE.

 IDENTITY IS NOW EMBEDDED IN 

PROFESSIONALISM.



THE PRACTICE:

COMPETENCE BECOMES THE DETERMINENT OF 
PRACTICE.

BUT HOW WAS AND IS COMPETENCE

DEFINED?

CODES BECOME THE REGULATORS OF PRACTICE.

BUT WHAT PRINCIPLES UNDERPIN THE CODES?



THE SOCIAL WORKER:

QUALIFICATION IS BASED ON THE PROFESSION

 INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICE 

BECOMES AN ADDITION TO NOT AN INTEGRAL 

PART OF

OR INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICE 

ARE ASSIMILATED IN OR ELIMINATED FROM



LANGUAGE:

 LANGUAGE REFLECTS PERCEPTION

PERCEPTION UNDERPINS INTENT

 INTENT GENERATES ACTION

ACTION INITIATES CONSEQUENCE 

CONSEQUENCE CHALLENGES 

RANGATIRATANGA



RECLAIM, RENAME, 
REFRAME





RECLAIM:

 INDIGENOUS SPACE

 INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE

 INDIGENOUS LANGUAGE

 INDIGENOUS PRACTICE

 INDIGENOUS IDENTITY





RENAME:

PRACTICE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE 

FOOTSTEPS OF ANCESTORS





REFRAME:

FRAMEWORKS TO HONOUR THE LEGACY OF 

ANCESTORS

 THE PERCEPTION OF SOCIAL WORK

 THE PRACTICE OF SOCIAL WORK

 THE CONTEXT OF SOCIAL WORK





WHAKAMUTUNGA

 THE STRENGTHENING OF LEGACY

 THE RECOGNITION OF IMPRINTS

 THE OCCUPATION OF SPACE

 THE MOVEMENT FROM PAST THROUGH 

PRESENT TO FUTURE

 THE SUSTAINABILITY OF IDENTITY







TIHEI MAURI ORA!



REFERENCES:

Pōwhiri Poutama Process:  

https://www.slideshare.net/Rawiri/powhiri-

putama-framework-2014

Williams, Justice Joe The Treaty of 

Waitangi and whānau, hapū and iwi 

wellbeing: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LnlM

a5jJu_k

https://www.slideshare.net/Rawiri/powhiri-putama-framework-2014
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LnlMa5jJu_k

